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Buildings or structures are erected for a purpose. The first requirement is, therefore, that the
building must be designed so that it fulfills this purpose in an optimum way. The specific purpose
demands certain load-bearing structures; bridges for instance require arches, beams or suspensions.
The structure should reveal itself in a pure, clear form and impart a feeling of stability. (;, We must
seck simplicity here. The form of the basic structure must also correspond with the materials used.
2 Brick or wood dictate different forms from those for steel or reinforced concrete. We speak of a
form justified by the material, or of “logjc of form”. This reminds us of ;) the architect Sullivan’s
rule “form follows function”, which became an often misunderstood maxim for building design.
The function of a building is not confined to the structural function. One must fulfill all the various
requirements of the people who use the building. These include hygiene, comfort, shelter from
weather, beauty, even coziness. The fulfillment of functional requirements in buildings therefore
includes favorable thermal, climatic, acoustic-and aesthetic qualities. Sullivan has undoubtedly
intended us to interpret his rule in this sense. Therefore in buildings the functional requirements are
very complex. But also in engineering structures, functions besides load carrying capacity must be
fulfilled, such as adequate protection against weather, limitation of deformation and oscillation
among others, and all these factors affect design.

) Good and Beautiful must be united, and Good takes first priority!

({88 : F Leonhardt, BRIDGES, 1982 (—Z[agfE))
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