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The storm has added new urgency to discussions of adaptation in forums including the New York
City Panel on Climate Change, which Bloomberg set up in 2008. Bowman and others have
advocated a system of sea barriers or dykes, similar to those constructed in London, the
Netherlands and more recently in St Petersburg, Russia. “If we had implemented a regional barrier
system, there would have been no significant damage” within New York’s harbour, he says.

The system envisaged by Bowman and others would include an 8-kilometre-wide barrier
approximately 6 metres high that could be opened and closed at the entrance to New York’s
harbour, and a second barrier at the entrance to Long Island Sound (see ‘Surge stoppers’). He puts
the cost at around US$15 billion, about the same amount that Congress allocated to the US Army
Corps of Engineers in 2005 to build a storm-surge barrier system around New Orleans. Estimates
put the damage caused by Sandy at between $30 billion and $50 billion.

Some scientists worry that a single focus on sea barriers could be counterproductive.

(BT, #g)

“Sandy clearly shows that we have to do the barrier studies now,” says Cynthia Rosenzweig,
co-chair of the New York climate panel and a senior scientist at NASA’s Goddard Institute for
Space Studies in New York. “But I think we need to consider an integrated and holistic set of
solutions, and not put all of our eggs in the barriers,”

(Hi$ : Nature, VoL491, pp. 167-168,2012 4E 11 H 8 HE)
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